[Pleomorphic lung cancer; a clinicopathologic study].
Pulmonary pleomorphic carcinoma is a comparatively rare histologic type of lung carcinoma, and the incidence among all lung carcinomas has been reported to be 0.4%. We reported our experience with 8 patients who had been diagnosed as pulmonary pleomorphic carcinoma, and discussed clinicopathologically the preoperative diagnosis and treatment. In 2 of 8 patients, preoperative transbronchial lung biopsy revealed spindle cell component, highly suggesting pulmonary pleomorphic carcinoma. All patients underwent surgical treatment and 2 of then had incomplete resections because of intrathoracic disseminations or carcinomatous pericarditis. Pathological findings showed invasions into the surrounding thoracic organs such as the chest wall, pericardium, adjacent pulmonary lobe or mediastinal pleura in 5 cases, intrapulmonary metastasis of the same lobe in 3 and lymph node involvement in 3. Recurrence occurred in 6 patients immediately after the operation. Although the preoperative diagnosis of biphasic tumor such as pulmonary pleomorphic carcinoma is difficult, it is possible to suspect the diagnosis when sarcomatous components were detected by preoperative biopsy. The efficacy of chemotherapy and radiotherapy have not been established yet, and thus we would like to emphasize that surgery might be the treatment of choice.